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Henry Bleby's narrative, Josiah: The Maimed Fugitive. A True Tale, emphasizes a slave
that is burdened by the many task of his labor. Josiah, the main slave, highlighted escapes from
his owner with his family to Canada. Bleby explores how there were many obstacles that he
and his family had to endure in order for them to escape. Once Josiah escapes and establishes
himself as a black man, his calling is to help others liberate themselves as he did. He goes back
to Kentucky to help other slaves, so that they can become free as well. The author portrays
Josiah as being a main benefactor for many slaves and their families, when they are traveling to
the North and trying to become liberated.

The motive of this story of Josiah is to inform readers of how a Negro slave can come
from nothing and then escape and become someone who is doing good for themselves. An
example of this would be Josiah, he escaped from his master and ended up becoming known not
only in his country, but overseas as well. Though that might be the purpose of why Bleby wrote
the novel, it does not explain how slaves actually get started on their path to freedom. Without
the customs of using aids to break away from slavery, would the slaves be able to navigate their
way to freedom on their own? Why is it vital that slaves had various methods and techniques to
assists in their path to liberation? How were the slave aids implemented in their expedition in
order for the escaping slaves to advance to their freedom? Also what were the slaves' strategies

in order to escape by using different forms of assistors while traveling?




In this paper, [ plan to focus on how the slaves' strategies of utilizing slave songs and
the aid of Quakers were fundamental to the slaves that were escaping from their owners and
fleeing to safe ground in the North. Using a variety of fugitive slave stories, biographies, and
photographs emphasizing slaves escaping, | will analyze printed work, evaluated electronic

sources, and scholarly journals in order to illustrate my position.
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